


For Your Celebration of Life

Markham is well known for its spirit of community,
but it is the rich collection of specific communities
within it that make the region so vibrant. Coming
from so many diverse backgrounds, local 
families are best served by final 
service providers who are well-
versed in their particular 
heritage and recognize their
changing needs within the
Canadian cultural mosaic.
Highland Funeral Home’s
Markham Chapel provides
more than its elegant new 
facilities and state-of-the-art
amenities. Their caring staff of
arrangement professionals fully
understand the specific tenants of
faith and heritage - and believe deeply
that final services are a celebration of life.

While incorporating all the formal requirements 
of tradition, the chapel services can be further 
customized to suit budget and personal taste,
making each ceremony uniquely special. Before
or after the funeral services, families can choose
to invite their guests to a catered gathering in 
the luxurious reception lounge - with the additional
option of licensing their event. Highland’s arrange-
ment specialists provide their expert 
guidance throughout the planning stage and then
take care of all the details. In every aspect of the

funeral, visitation, reception and cremation, atten-
tion is centered around the customer’s complete
comfort and ease. In fact, Markham Chapel’s 

specialists, caterers and florists can also 
assist with events held at the family

home, and will work seamlessly
with all religious institutions,

cemeteries and crematoriums.
This helpful, comprehensive
approach to care leaves
more time for what’s truly
important to a family in grief:
visiting loved ones, sharing

comfort, and honouring the
special memory.

Today, many families choose to
make plans ahead of time for the 

financial and emotional benefits it offers.
Whether planning in advance or at the time of 
immediate need, the dedicated staff of Highland
Funeral Home, Markham Chapel, provide their
consultations and planning tools absolutely free.
Call today to make arrangements that best serve
your faith, family and heritage. h

Stop by for a tour or call 905 887-8600 
to ask about a free Pre-Planning Kit.

Hwy. 404 and 16th Avenue
www.highlandfuneralhome.ca

For your Pre-Planning needs: PlanToday.ca

HIGHLAND FUNERAL HOME Markham Chapel
FUNERAL HOME & CREMATION CENTRE
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At the time of need or when planning ahead, let us 

help you celebrate the journey of life, beautifully.

For more information, call: 905 887-8600  
or visit us at Hwy. 404 & 16th Avenue

Ask about a Free Legal Will Kit
and Estate Guide

www.highlandfuneralhome.ca

For your Pre-Planning needs: 
PlanToday.ca

HIGHLAND FUNERAL HOME Markham Chapel
FUNERAL HOME & CREMATION CENTRE

Discover Our Dedication to Faith
w Memorial chapel 

with seating for 300

w Spacious visitation suites

w Customized cremation 
and burial products

w Dedicated staff with
6 languages

w Custom ceremonies 
to suit culture, taste 
and budget

w Full kitchen facilities 
and catering

w Licensed gatherings
available

w State-of-the-art
digital media facilities

w Ample parking

w Legacy book program

w Grief counselling

w Pre-Planning services,
free consultations

w Free community room for 
use by local organizations

w Seamless coordination 
with all cemeteries and
crematoriums

We are proud to recommend 

our affiliated cemetery,

Highland Memory Gardens

at Don Mills & Steeles

w The needs of your faith are specific.

w  The wishes of your family are special. 

w  We understand.

h
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Gratitude

A community service project by Sanatan Mandir Cultural Centre (SMCC): 

How often have you come across a situation where a death occurs in a family and the family does not 
know what to do?

During such time of grief, it can be difficult to think clearly about funeral arrangements.

To support Hindu families facing such grave situations, the SMCC Concept Committee appointed a 
sub-committee of several members who worked over the last one year to put together this book. 
While the Committee believes it is a helpful tool for grieving families, it is by no means an exhaustive 
resource. However we feel it is an excellent beginning.     

This book is distributed free of charge to families across the Greater Toronto Area (GTA). It was 
made possible with the help of our advertisers and supporters. Later this year, we intend to make it 
available on the SMCC website (www.sanatanmandir.com).  

We take this opportunity to thank all the religious organisations, individuals and groups offering their 
voluntary services and to all the advertisers. Without their contribution, this project would not have 
been possible. 

We appreciate unconditional support given by the SMCC Trustee Board and Board of Directors. 

If we are able to ease the burden of arranging a funeral at a time of grief even for one individual, all
our efforts would have been worthwhile.

We understand and share your pain. 

Thank you,

SMCC Concept Committee 

We acknowledge the following funeral guide project committee members for their total dedication & 
hard work in assuring the success of this project: 

 Arvind & Ami Sanghavi 416.899.2100       Ashwin & Malini Dave 416.674.0329

 Gokulbhai Khatri 905.887.9794      Hareshbhai Mehta 416.846.8002

 Kiran & Geeta Dharia 905.771.9532          Pankajbhai Shah 905.470.0439

 Rajesh Mehta 905.554.6800

*Articles in this Funeral Guide are compiled from various sources. 

**All prices and other information accurate at the time of printing this guide. Listing of a service, business or an individual in this guide does not 
guarantee quality, price or experience you may have with them.  

We suggest mentioning this guide when using the services or products of any advertiser in this book. Several of them may offer you additional discounts 

for their services.   

 



 

Personal Information Family Member 1 

Name: ___________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Address: __________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Health Card #: _____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Next of Kin:  Name: _______________________________________________  Relationship: ______________________________ 

Res: ________________________________  Cell: _____________________________ Bus: _______________________________ 

Accountant: ___________________________________________________________ Tel #: ______________________________ 

Lawyer: _______________________________________________________________ Tel #: ______________________________ 

My legal Will is at __________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Executor of my Will is: Name: ________________________________________________________________________________ 

Res: ________________________________  Cell: _____________________________ Bus: _______________________________ 

__________________________________________________________ 

Personal Information Family Member 2 

Name: ___________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Address: __________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Health Card #: _____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Next of Kin:  Name: _______________________________________________  Relationship: ______________________________ 

Res: ________________________________  Cell: _____________________________ Bus: _______________________________ 

Accountant: ___________________________________________________________ Tel #: ______________________________ 

Lawyer: _______________________________________________________________ Tel #: ______________________________ 

My legal Will is at __________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Executor of my Will is: Name: ________________________________________________________________________________ 

Res: ________________________________  Cell: _____________________________ Bus: _______________________________ 

Write where it is kept e.g. bank address, safe deposit box number and it’s phone number etc. 

Write where it is kept e.g. bank address, safe deposit box number and it’s phone number 
t



My “Final journey” wish 

 

I, _________________________________________________________________________ currently 

Residing at: ________________________________________________________________________ 

of sound mind hereby express my wishes for my “Final Journey” as follows: 

Funeral: ___________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________ 

Ashes _____________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________ 

I would like my loved ones to make donations to: 

__________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

_________________________________                                          __________________________ 

        (Not a legal document)

Full name

Full address

       Describe how you wish to disburse your ashes

Name the Charity or Institution such as SMCC

Your Signature Today’s Date 



My “Final journey” wish 

 

I, _________________________________________________________________________ currently 

Residing at: ________________________________________________________________________ 

of sound mind hereby express my wishes for my “Final Journey” as follows: 

Funeral: ___________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________ 

Ashes _____________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________ 

I would like my loved ones to make donations to: 

__________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

_________________________________                                          __________________________ 

        (Not a legal document)

Full name

Full address

       Describe how you wish to disburse your ashes

Name the Charity or Institution such as SMCC

Your Signature Today’s Date 



 

 
Sanatan Mandir Cultural Centre
Sanatan mandir Cultural Centre is a Hindu temple and Cultural centre serving the Hindu Community 
of the greater Toronto area since 1996. 

The SMCC Project was initiated by the Gujarat Samaj of Toronto in 1985 to help, promote and 
preserve Gujarati Heritage and Culture. With a facility for providing education, religious worship, and 
social functions, SMCC is essential for preserving these values and traditions from generation to 
generation. 

SMCC has several programs that serve the mandate of promoting Hindu religion and preserving
our heritage.

For our youth, SMCC offers academic scholarships as well as ski and summer camps. 

SMCC has a very vibrant and active seniors group that meets regularly. In addition to its numerous 
activities as the temple, the group makes several trips a year to places of interest. 

Beginning this year SMCC is embarking on a major renovation / expansion project: 

 Adding several classrooms to accommodate children’s religion based education, heritage 
language and other activities. 

 Adding activities and classes for seniors such as English, computer skills, Yoga, personal 
health and fitness. 

 Building a formal Library with wide range of books in Gujarati, Hindi, Sanskrit and English. 
 Remodelling Kitchen and Basement. 
 Constructing a large canopy with a wheelchair ramp to shelter seniors and other visitors from 

inclement weather. 
 Adding a much larger foyer area for shoe and coat racks etc. 
 Adding a lounge for seniors.  

For more information and to join in our activities please visit us at the temple, 

9333 Woodbine Ave.
Markham, Ontario, Canada
L6C 1T5
Phone 905 887 7777                                                                                                                                                                 
Email : info@smcc.ca                                                                                                                                                                      
Or Visit us at www.sanatanmandir.com









  

When the unexpected happens 
Steps to take when death occurs:

This article was compiled in the hope of providing meaningful guidance for the benefit of individuals who 
have never had to arrange funeral for a loved one. 

- If the person dies at home, call his or her attending physician as well as 911.The attending physician will 
tell you if there is a need for an autopsy, in which case the body will be taken to a hospital. If an autopsy is 
not necessary, the attending doctor will provide a medical certificate of death. 

- If the person dies in a hospital, long term care centre, or other seniors’ facility, notify the nursing staff 
and they will arrange for the attending physician to pronounce the death. 

- Once attending medical authority confirms the person’s death, call a funeral home. If you’re not sure 
which funeral home to call, there are several things to consider. First, if possible, check to see if the 
person has pre-arranged funeral plan. If they do, see if it has been prepaid. If he doesn’t have a pre-
planned funeral arranged, ask for advice from someone you trust. This could be a friend who has had 
experience making arrangements at a funeral home for his or her family, your priest, your doctor, a social 
worker or one of many volunteers listed in this guide. 

- The funeral home staff will arrange to transfer the deceased person to the funeral home. 

- Set up an appointment with the funeral director to meet and finalize all the arrangements including the 
time of visitation and funeral services. You will need to provide the deceased’ social Insurance number, 
birth place etc. 

- You may want to call family and friends to inform them of the service and write a newspaper 
announcement to let other people know. The funeral director can help you plan a gathering and funeral 
which meets your family’s needs and preferences, from simple to most elaborate, and from traditional to 
creative. You should feel free to incorporate picture boards, power point photo slides or mementoes that 
bring back memories. 

- In due course many agencies and organizations have to be notified of the death. The list includes banks, 
insurance companies, government ministries, pension plans, accountants, lawyers, etc. Most funeral 
homes provide Checklist for Families which tells you who to contact and how. You will find information 
about some of the government agencies you need to contact in the “CPP Survivor benefits” article 
elsewhere in this guide. 

Important note regarding Organ donation:

If the deceased had expressed a wish to donate Organs for transplant or the entire body for scientific 
research, arrangements will have to be made quickly because there are specific time limits for making 
donations. Speak to a hospital representative. To find out more about organ or body donation contact:                  
Trillium Gift of Life Network                                                                                                                        
522 University Avenue, Suite 900, Toronto, ON M5G 1W7                                                                        
Toll free: 1 (800) 263 2833   www.giftoflife.on.ca 



www.edwardjones.com  
Member – Canadian Investor Protection Fund                          

LOOKING FOR EXTRA MONTHLY INCOME?

BUILD A LADDER.

Are you looking for extra monthly income? When investing in 
interest-generating securities such as bonds, you may focus on 
using a strategy that produces a monthly income to meet your 
financial needs. 

Laddering is a time-tested strategy that involves putting together 
a diversified portfolio of quality fixed-income investments  
consisting of a variety of maturities. In addition, a laddering 
approach with a diversified portfolio of fixed income can help 
provide relatively stable income, whether interest rates rise or fall.

Call today and start building  
a fixed-income ladder that 
makes sense for you.
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Diversi�cation does not guarantee a pro�t or protect against loss.

Harvinder S Anand, CFP®
Financial Advisor
.

30 New Delhi Drive
Suite 66
Markham, ON L3S  0B5
905-472-8300



Why Pre –Plan a Funeral?
Increasingly people are considering pre-planning funerals as an act of their social responsibility. It 
serves the same purpose as financial planning; carrying life- insurance, RESP’s, RRIF’s, making or 
updating wills, and naming a power of attorney. Pre-planning a funeral reduces the emotional and 
logistical burden of having to make many arrangements in a short period, at a time of sadness
and stress. 

Funeral decisions made in advance, when everyone is calm and in good health, are likely to be more 
rational than those made at a time of crisis. 

Pre-planning funeral does not have to involve spending money up front. You can: 

 Put your preferences on file with a service provider. Most of them maintain a free registry for 
this purpose.

 Outline what you want in an addendum to your will. 
 Simply discuss the matter in depth with family and friends. 

Benefits of Pre – paying a funeral 
-Pre-paying funeral expenses helps "get your affairs in order”. It's a responsible part of protecting 
your family’s future. 

 -Pre-paying eliminates the financial burden to your family. 

 - Based on your age, discounts are available when you choose the single payment insurance    
funded plan.

 - Your prepaid funeral money is held in trust that generates investment income which accumulates 
tax free. If the eventual funeral cost is lower than this accumulated amount, the excess money is 
returned to your estate.

 -If you pay in full, you may cancel or transfer your prepaid contract at any time and get a refund of 
your payment plus interest, less a small cancellation fee (The current maximum in Ontario is $200).  

-Pre-planning and pre-Paying gives you a chance to think through options and issues carefully, 
discuss them as a family, and come to a sensible decision. 

 

 ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

“No matter what you may be doing you are always free to whisper your love to God, until you 
consciously receive His response. This is the surest way to contact Him in the mad rush of present-
day life.” - Paramhansa Yogananda



DRAFT

Scarborough • 416-293-5211
4164 Sheppard Ave. E. (East of Kennedy Rd.)

www.ogdenfuneralhome.com

TRUST IS KNOWING SOMEONE 

IS THERE TO CATCH YOUR FALL. 

IT’S KNOWING SOMEONE WILL 

BE THERE WHEN YOU NEED 

A  SHOULDER TO CRY ON. IT’S 

KNOWING A PROMISE MADE 

IS A PROMISE KEPT. TRUST IS 

SOMETHING WE EARN EVERYDAY.

Trust

New!

Live W
eb 

Broadcasting

available

Call us for no obligation list of GTA Crematorium and Price comparison chart.

DRAFT



Steps to take when death occurs and there are 
no pre-planned funeral arrangements:

1. To calculate the cost of most basic funeral, among other things consider the cost of:

- Transferring of the deceased from the place of death anywhere in the GTA

- Keeping the body at the funeral home morgue for a normal length of time (ask for time 
included) 

 -Embalming (Optional)

- Appropriate dressing of the deceased by their staff. Ask if the option of washing & dressing 
by the family is offered.

- Time needed for the final “vidhi”? (Normally 1 – 2 hours is appropriate). 

- The most basic casket (A cardboard, economical wood or rental casket).

 - One Lead vehicle and a Funeral coach.

- All documentation / registration (Including Coroner’s certificate) required before and after 
cremation. Providing an appropriate number of copies of the death certificate and other 
necessary documents.

- ‘After death’ follow up and guidance.

2. During regular Business hours call or visit 2 or 3 funeral homes to negotiate the price and 
suitability of their services, keeping in mind all of the above criteria.

3. Visit their showroom and select a casket. 

4. Once the contract is signed, leave the clothes etc. with the funeral home and instruct them 
where to pick up the body. 

5. Order flowers, call “pujari”, and arrange “vidhi” time. Obtain the list of “samagri” and 
instructions for the things to prepare at home. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

“When the consciousness is kept on God, you will have no fears; every obstacle will then be 
overcome by courage and faith.” - Paramhansa Yogananda 



Three convenient locations to serve you in Canada
(46 locations in USA)

MISSISSAUGA
169 Dundas St. East

Mississauga ON L5A 1W8 

ETOBICOKE
45 Woodbine Downs Blvd.

Etobicoke ON M9W 6N5
416.213.9394

SCARBOROUGH
700 Markham Rd, Units 3-4

Scarborough ON M1H2A7
416.439.9393

Funeral items are also available

Death is not an end of life but a transition to a higher state. -Pramhansa Yogananda




