Preparation and personal care of the body:
The body should be bathed in “Gangajal”. Alternately a sponge bath can be given. Small container of
Gangajal is available at most Indian grocery stores.
Suggestion for dressing the body:
x
x
x
x
x
x
x

A man in clothes of your choice.
A young boy as if he is getting married. Make a Tilak on his forehead, Janoyee around his neck
and apply “Pitthi” (Turmeric powder paste) on his entire body.
A married woman whose husband is alive in a red or green in “Gharcholu” or Chundadi” or Saree.
A girl under 14 years in wedding attire.
A boy / girl under the age of 7 years in your choice of clothes.
An infant under the age of 1 year in clothes of your choice, and bury him / her wrapped in a white
cloth. Around the buried body make a circle with a “Kidiaru” (mixture of rice flour, sesame seeds,
sugar and ghee).
Place a silver coin, Tulsi leaves and Gangajal in the mouth.

Significance of various funeral rituals
BATHING THE BODY WITH GANGAJAL…
At birth a baby is pure in body and soul. It is free from any vice or disease (Hence if a baby under the age
of 12 months dies it is buried and does not need cremated to purify). When a person dies Hindus perform
last rites to provide peace to the departed soul and offer the body to God in its purest form by bathing it in
purest water – Gangajal.
TULSI (BASIL) LEAVES…
Hindus believe that the Tulsi is the most sacred plant and is very dear to Lord Vishnu hence we put some
Tulsi leaves and Gangajal in the mouth of a dying person.
DEEPAK (DIYA)
Deepak is lighted since it is believed that this eases the pain of a dying person.
COCONUT
Coconut is considered a sacred fruit which is a favorite of Lord Vishnu. A coconut is placed on four sides
of a deceased in the hope that all the sins of the departed will be pardoned by Lord Vishnu and he will
accept him with his fruitful deeds from all four directions.
CREMATION
There are 16 rites prescribed for a Hindu in our scriptures Hindus believe in merging the body back in the
five elements we believe we are made from. Everything except soul dies with death of a body. Cremation
is the sixteenth and last purifying rite.
BATHING AFTER CREMATION
Death in a family results in lot of stress, grief, shock and helplessness. A bath is soothing and refreshing
so it is recommended in our scriptures that bereaved family members after returning from a cremation
ceremony.
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The Board of Funeral Services (BOFS)
Frequently Asked Important Questions (FAQs)
The BOFS regulates the provision of funeral services and transfer services in Ontario to ensure
consumer protection. The BOFS encourages consumers to make informed decisions.
Frequently asked important questions…FAQs
Can a family transfer their family member’s body without the help of a funeral home transfer
service?
A family member may look after the funeral services and disposition of their own deceased family
member; however, given that there are many complicated aspects to dealing with a death, it is
advisable that licensed professionals be involved. Read more about licensed providers in “Arranging
and Prearranging a Funeral: What You Need to Know,” a consumer brochure published by the BOFS.
Visit www.funeralboard.com to view the brochure, which is listed under “Consumer Information.”
How does one find a licensed provider, such as a funeral home or transfer service?
Funeral homes and transfer services are generally listed in local telephone directories under funeral
homes or funeral alternatives. Consumers can find a complete listing of all Ontario providers at
funeralboard.com, under “Registrant Search,” where one may search by business name or city.
How can one obtain a Death Certificate?
Death Certificates are provided by the Office of the Registrar General and are available in a short
form and long form. As a service to their clients, funeral homes and transfer services generally
provide proofs of death, which are often sufficient to assist with estate settlement matters.
When a Death Certificate is required, it may be ordered online. For more information about Death
Certificates and how to order one online, visit ontario.ca and search for “death certificate.”
Does one need a coroner's certificate?
Before a body may be cremated in Ontario, the cremation must be authorized by a coroner. The
coroner will charge a provincially mandated fee to provide a certificate authorizing the cremation.
Do the above certificates need to be obtained before a crematorium may accept the body for
cremation?
Before a body may legally be cremated, a crematorium will require proof that the death has been
registered, by way of a burial permit, and a coroner’s cremation authorization form authorizing the
body to be cremated.

In what way does the Board of Funeral Services assist consumers?
The BOFS enforces the Funeral Directors and Establishments Act and regulates the provision of
funeral services and transfer services in Ontario to ensure consumer protection. The BOFS also
administers the Prepaid Funeral Services Compensation Fund. The BOFS regularly inspects funeral
homes and transfer services to ensure they are complying with the law. The BOFS also makes
available consumer information through its website and publishes a brochure entitled, “Arranging and
Prearranging a Funeral: What You Need to Know,” which is available at funeralboard.com or by
calling toll free 1(800) 387-4458.
Does the body have to be washed and dressed before cremation or burial?
While a body is not required to be washed and dressed before cremation or burial takes place,
washing and dressing or shrouding of the body is a common custom in many cultures. Currently in
Ontario, only funeral homes may wash and embalm bodies. However, as mentioned earlier, family
members may wash the body of one of their family members. Traditional religious ceremonies, such
as washing and shrouding, may also take place at places of worship.
Board of Funeral Services
2810-777 Bay Street, Box 117
Toronto, ON M5G 2C8
Telephone: (416) 979-5450
Toll Free: 1 (800) 387-4458
Facsimile: (416) 979-0384
Email: info@funeralboard.com
www.funeralboard.com
This article is sponsored by Ami & Arvind Sanghavi
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Prayer is not a "spare wheel" that you pull out when in trouble,
but it is a "Steering Wheel" that directs the right path throughout life.
C
When God solves your problems, you have faith in His abilities;
when God doesn't solve your problems He has faith in Your abilities.
C
When you pray for others, God listens to you and blesses them,
and when you are safe and happy, remember that someone has prayed for you.
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Beautiful Funerals are Affordable
TOTAL PRICE FOR PACKAGE A: $3,364.82
Standard Service Charge
Professional Services
Transfer from the Place of Death
Transfer to the Crematorium
Administration and Documentation
(includes unlimited death certificates)
Facilities to Shelter Remains
Additional Services
Staff for 2 Hour Funeral Service
Embalming Preparation
Basic Cardboard Container (BASIC 101)
Disbursements
St. John’s Dixie Chapel Rental seats 300
(737 Dundas Street E in Mississauga)
Witnessing of Cremation
Cremation Fee
Death Certificate Registration
Coroners Cremation Certificate

Other Chapel Options

$350.00
$200.00
$ 50.00
$110.00
$150.00
$725.00
$425.00
$ 79.82
$550.00
$150.00
$450.00
$ 50.00
$ 75.00

TOTAL PRICE FOR PACKAGE B: $3,780.00
Standard Service Charge
Professional Services
Transfer from the Place of Death
Transfer to the Crematorium
Administration and Documentation
(includes unlimited death certificates)
Facilities to Shelter Remains
Additional Services
Staff for 2 Hour Funeral Service
Embalming Preparation
Pure Pine Casket (Care Caskets PP03)
Disbursements
St. John’s Dixie Chapel Rental seats 300
(737 Dundas Street East in Mississauga)
Witnessing of Cremation
Cremation Fee
Death Certificate Registration
Coroners Cremation Certificate

$350.00
$200.00
$ 50.00
$110.00
$150.00
$725.00
$425.00
$495.00
$550.00
$150.00
$450.00
$ 50.00
$ 75.00

* All prices are excluding HST

St. John’s Dixie Small Chapel seats 30 (737 Dundas Street E in Mississauga) A: $3,227.82, B: $3,642.50
St. John’s Norway Chapel seats 50 (256 Kingston Road in Scarborough) A: $3,015.70, B: $3,430.88
Forest Lawn Chapel seats 60 (4570 Yonge Street in Toronto) A: $3,120.57, B: $3,535.75
St. James Chapel seats 200 (635 Parliament Street East in Toronto) A: $3,239.82, B: $3,655.00

As a thank you, we will make a donation in the name of the family to the temple of your choice.
Everything was handled quickly and
Very courteous, prompt and also had all the
professionally. Most importantly,the ceremony
patience in the world to clarify our questions.
was performed in a crematorium very close to
-- Ranjithamalar S.
our home. At a difficult time, Basic Funerals
made it easier. Thank you.
It was totally seamless. From our first call until all
-- Prodyot G.
the formalities were complete. We were completely
awed by the level of professionalism, follow up,
Keep it up, the community needs this level of
options provided and empathy extended to us.
service.
-- Asha Bopanna K.
-- Shashikant P.

1 - 877 - 229 - 7077
Basic Funerals and Cremation Choices, a licensed Ontario Funeral Establishment. The testimonials provided are paraphrased testimonials from actual families served. The names have been altered for privacy. Please note that the use of the word “affordable” is an opinion based on the comparison of a sample of providers in the industry and does not construethe entire industry as a whole. The use of the word affordable is not to be construed as a definitive v

